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REMARKS UNDER 37 CFR 8 1.111 

Formal Matters 

Claims 2-6 are pending after entry of the amendments set forth herein. 

Claims 1 and 7-19 have been canceled without prejudice to the possibility of filing one or more 
continuing applications directed to the subject matter recited therein. 
Claims 2-6 were examined. Claims 2-6 were rejected. 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application in view of the amendments and 
remarks made herein. 

No new matter has been added. 

The Office Action 

Claims Rejected Under 35 U.S.C. Section 102(b) (Wang) 

In the Official Action of October 16, 2007, claims 2-6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. Section 
102(e) as being anticipated by Wang, U.S. Patent No. 6,106,497. The Examiner asserted that Wang 
discloses a removal tube 18 for transporting blood from the left ventricle 33 to a heart-lung machine 24, 
a conveying tube 14 for transporting CO2 into the left atrium 54, with the conveying tube being 
connected to a fluid source 10. With regard to claim 2, the Examiner further asserted that the heart-lung 
machine of Wang inherently includes a pump. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the Examiner's position. With regard to claim 2, it is 
respectfully submitted that the Wang does not disclose delivering fluid from the fluid source into the left 
atrium when a condition of negative pressure exists in the left atrium. Rather, Wang continuously 
delivers carbon dioxide into the left ventricle and left atrium under pressure generated by the 
pressure/flow controlling mechanism 12, see column 7, line 13-24. and column 6, lines 56-57. 

Further, Applicants have amended claim 2 to recite that the intake cannula is introduced through 

an opening and hemostatic seal in the fluid delivery conduit. It is respectfully submitted that Wang 

clearly fails to disclose this step. 

With regard to claims 3 and 4, the Examiner asserted that delivery fluid inherently performs the 
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steps claimed. Applicants respectfully traverse. For example, if carbon dioxide is pumped into the heart 
under pressure, as in Wang, the delivery of fluid into the heart could increase the differential between 
the pressure in the left atrium and the air outside of the heart, if the pressure in the atrium starts out at a 
pressure greater than or equal to the pressure of the air outside of the heart. As to claim 4, it is 
respectfully submitted that simply pumping carbon dioxide into the left atrium and left ventricle will not 
inherently eliminate a pressure differential between the blood within the left atrium and the air outside of 
the heart. Further, it is respectfully submitted that Wang does not teach or suggest this step. 

Regarding claim 5, the Examiner asserted that Fig. 3 of Wang discloses a coaxial arrangement. 
Applicants respectfully traverse. The term "coaxial" is defined as "having a common axis or coincident 
axes", see http://dictionarv.reference.com/browse/coaxial . It is respectfully submitted that the 
longitudinal axes of 14 and 18, respectively, in Fig. 3 are clearly not coincident, but are located side by 
side, spaced apart from one another. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that Fig. 3 of Wang does 
not disclose coaxial conduits, contrary to the Examiner's assertion. 

It is respectfully submitted that claim 6 is allowable for at least the same reasons provided above 
with regard to claim 2, since claim 6 depends from claim 2. r 

I view of the above amendments and remarks, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
reconsider and withdraw the rejection of claims 2-6 under 35 U.S.C. Section 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Wang, U.S. Patent No. 6,106,497, as being inappropriate. 

Conclusion 

Applicants submit that all of the claims are in condition for allowance, which action is requested. 
If the Examiner finds that a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of this application, 
please telephone the undersigned at the number provided. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any underpayment of fees associated with this 
communication, including any necessary fees for extensions of time, or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2653, order number 9261.16661-PCT-US-DIV. 



LAW OFFICE OF ALAN W. CANNON 
942 Mesa Oak Court 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
Telephone: (408) 736-3554 
Facsimile: (408) 736-3564 



Respectfully submitted, 

LAW OFFICE OF ALAN W. CANNON 





Alan W. Cannon 
Registration No. 34,977 
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